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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for use in an information processing system for 
generating a recommendation at a processing device, the method comprising-th-e-step-s-ef: 

pre-defining one or more user-selectable limiting factors in a recommender 
system that limit characteristics of a recommendation-generating process impjemented in the 
recommender system; 

receiving an input an - d - ene - er - mer - e - Mm i ting - faeier - s -in a- the recommender system^ 
at -- k - a - st - a -- subset -- 0gthe - 0ae -- er - m8re - limitiag -- faeter - s -- beiag -- sete 
ene - e - r - mere -- Mmi - ting - 4actefs - d€ - fia i ng -- ene - e ^^ ^ 
eutput"y- e eeHH¥ H HKia4i0a--ef4h- e -4= e ^emffi- e ad- e F^^^^ 

processin g the input in the recommender system in accordance with the one or 
more pre-defined, user-selectable limiting factors; and 

generating tfeean output recommendation based at least in part on the processed 
inpu t-aad"a"Stef-ed"pH^4ile-a8seeiated-wi4h"tbe-d6¥ie-&,"^^^ 
eenfii - gHFe - d - b - y - 4he -- r66eaime - nde - r - system -i H -- a€eerdaa6e -- w 

2. (Curreatly Ameaded) The method of claim 1 further iacludiag t - h e- s - t -e p - ef geaeratiag a 
ripeaess iadicator associated with the output recommeadatioa, the ripeaess iadicator beiag 
iadicative of the eter■a€terist4€■■ef4fe€■■ge»e^atiag■■stef^■as■■eeafi or 
more user-selectable limitiag factors. 

3. (Origiaal) The method of claim 2 whereia the ripeaess iadicator comprises a visual 
iadicator haviag at least a first state correspoadiag to a first color aad a secoad state 
correspoadiag to a secoad color. 

4. (Origiaal) The method of claim 2 whereia the ripeaess iadicator comprises aa audible 
iadicator. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein at least a-s-ab - set-ef-t-ha- one m 
ffi0Fe- of the user-selectable limiting factors areis selectable via a user interface of the processing 
device. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the user-selectable 
limiting factors comprises a specified limit on an amount of time that may be spent by the 
recommender system in generating the output recommendation. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the user-selectable 
limiting factors comprises a specified limit on an amount of power consumption utilized in 
conjunction with generating the output recommendation. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the user-selectable 
limiting factors comprises a specified limit on a quality measure associated with the output 
recommendation. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the user-selectable 
a-given- limiting factors is selectable by the user as one of a plurality of points along a scale from 
a low level of the limiting factor to a high level of the limiting factor. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the processing device is configured for 
presentation of the output recommendation in a visually-perceptible manner on a display of the 
device. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the processing device is configured for 
presentation of the output recommendation in an audibly-perceptible manner using a speaker 
associated with the device. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the processing device comprises at least 
one of a desktop or portable personal computer, a personal digital assistant, a wireless telephone 
and a set top box. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l-wh-efeift4heefte-©r-mef€44HH44ng-faetef-s 
a-F-e"St8Fed--a-s--p-a.-rt--0f--th6--pi-efil- e further including generating a ripeness indicator associated with 
the one or more user-selectable limiting factors . 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for use in generating a recommendation in a 
processing device of an information processing system, the apparatus comprising: 

a memory for storing a profile associated with the device; and 

a processor coupled to the memory, the processor being operative to process an input and 
one or more limiting factors in an implementation of a recommender system, ■ a44-eas4"a"S - ftbsel"<»f 
the one or more limiting factors being pre-defined and selectable by a user of the device prior to 
the processor processing the input , the one or more limiting factors defining one or more 
characteristics of e6nt e ?ri -t e - b e-e xe - l - ud e d - by -- a?^: - eutp - ut - r e ee?mB e nd - at i o?^: - e^ ^ recommendation- 
generating process implemented in the recommender system, and to generate the output 
recommendation based at least in part on the input and the stored profile associated with the 
device, a characteristic of the recommendation generation operatio n-generating process being 
configured by the recommender system in accordance with the one or more limiting factors. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (New) The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the processor generates a ripeness 
indicator associated with the one or more limiting factors. 
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17. (New) A method for use in an information processing system for generating a 
recommendation at a processing device, the method comprising: 

receiving an input in a recommender system from a source separate from the 
processing device, the recommender system operating on a recommendation-generating process; 

processing the input in the recommender system in accordance with one or more 
pre-defined, user-selectable factors that limit characteristics of the recommendation-generating 
process; 

generating an output recommendation based on the processed input; and 
generating a ripeness indicator associated with the one or more pre-defined, user- 
selectable limiting factors. 

18. (New) The method of claim 17 wherein at least one of the user-selectable factors 
comprises a specified limit on an amount of time that may be spent by the recommender system 
in generating the output recommendation. 

19. (New) The method of claim 17 wherein at least one of the user-selectable factors 
comprises a specified limit on an amount of power consumption utilized in conjunction with 
generating the output recommendation. 

20. (New) The method of claim 17 wherein at least one of the user-selectable factors 
comprises a specified limit on a quality measure associated with the output recommendation. 



